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love in more than words. | give my life, my time, my money in loving people. Then John wraps it
all up and puts a bow on it 4:8—if you do not love, you do not know God.

Ask and discuss: How does the fact that God loves you result in your loving others?

Answer: The new birth creates the connection between God's love for us and our love for each
other. The new birth is the act of the Holy Spirit connecting our dead, selfish hearts with God's
living, loving heart so that His life becomes our life and His love becomes our love.

CONFIDENT CHRISTIAN LIVING WILL CHANGE MY PRAYER LIFE—I JOHN 5:14-15
John closes the book with a short statement about prayer and the world in which we live.

Ask and discuss: Do you get all you want from God?

Answer: There are people who will tell you that if you have enough faith, live a good enough life,
that every prayer you pray will be answered. If they are not answered, something is wrong with
you. So why didn't God answer Jesus' prayer to take this cup away from Him? Because there is
something that trumps my prayers—it's God's Will.

What John is trying to get us to see is that our prayer should line up with the will of God. As
simply as | know how put this—Our prayers should line up with the will of God. In practical terms
that means that we would be praying for what Jesus would pray for, that our lives are being
lived like Jesus. When we are praying in line with the will of God then we can pray with
confidence.

Here is the bottom line of the will of God, the will of God will bring Glory to God, Glory to God will
always benefit me. Now the last point....

WE ARE STRANGERS ON THIS EARTH WHO WILL ONE DAY GO HOME—I JOHN 5:18-21. Never a more
appropriate ending to a series for times like these than this. Look at verse |19—you wonder what's
behind the craziness that is happening—The evil one. One of the greatest realizations a follower
of Jesus will ever make is that this will never be heaven. The Evil One is having his way on this
earth.

You are a child and the Father will protect you—v. 18.

You and | are strangers in this world. This verse is an incredible promise—-we are living in enemy
territory. We are behind the lines. Here is God's promise to you—you are mine | will keep and
protect you. | want you to see that picture of a child who is afraid—of anything, the dark, a
strange place, loud noises—but when the father is present, when the father can reach down and
take them in his arms —they are safe. What changed? It's still dark, still strange, still loud. You
are in the arms of one bigger than all that— that is our spiritual promise.

In the end we win. When the dust of this life settles, those who have followed Jesus will inherit a
life of quality and quantity that is described with the words eternal life. A place of perfect
relationship, a place where the struggle of sin is over, a place where we can finally fully do what
we were created to do—live in relationship with God.



