
I. Let’s talk about dying!
A. Death is the topic no one wants to talk about.

B. Discussion questions.
1. How do you feel about your own death?
2. Do you fear death?

a) What do you fear about death?
b) Why do you fear death?

3. What will death cause you to lose?
4. What will death cause you to gain?
5. Will you lose more than you gain or gain more than you lose?

C. Paul had but one fear in life—not pleasing God.
1. God was so great in Paul’s life that he feared no living thing.
2. God was so great in Paul’s life that he “lusted” for death.

II. Christian confidence for everyday life—Philippians 1:19-20.
A. Confidence in the Word of God—1:19

1. Greek insights:
a) The word “know” is translated from the Greek word OIDA.
b) OIDA means to know something with certainty, absolute knowledge.
c) The word “deliverance” is from the Greek SOTERIA, which is the 

Greek word for salvation.
d) Paul appears to have directly quoted Job 13:16 from the Septuagint 

(The Greek translation of the Old Testament).
2. Paul’s confidence was based in the Word of God.
3. Our humanity desires confidence in circumstances—a good job, a 

happy marriage, healthy family, etc. 
4. Circumstantial confidence is only as good as the next phone call.
5. Christian confidence comes from a knowledge and absolute 

unwavering trust in the Word of God.
a) Romans 8:28
b) 2 Cor 4:18
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c) Job 19:25-26
6. What makes it hard to trust the Word of God?

a)  There is a constant battle between our eyes, our emotions, our 
minds and our wills.

(1) Our eyes want to trust what we can see.
(2) Our emotions, more than anything, want to feel good.
(3) Our minds look at past experience and determine what is 

trustworthy.
(4) Our wills choose which we will believe.

b) This is why Paul wrote in Romans 12 that our minds must be 
renewed.

B. The prayers of the saints—Phil. 1:19
1. How many of you believe in an absolute sovereign God?
2. If God is sovereign does prayer matter?
3. If the purpose of prayer to change things or know God?
4. Paul often called on fellow believers to pray for him:

a) Romans 15:20—Strive in prayer to God for me.
b) 2 Cor 1:5, 8-11—Prayers because of suffering.
c) 2 Thess 3:1—Prayers for the gospel to spread rapidly.

5. Pray for your church, your church leaders, and that people will come to 
know Jesus and grown in Him.

C. The provision of the Spirit.
1. The Holy Spirit is called “the Comforter.” 

a) John 14:16
b) John 14:26
c) John 15:26

2. “The Comforter” is from the Greek PARAKLETE, which means helper, 
advocate, intercessor, the one who comes along side. 

3. “Provision” is from the Greek EPICHOREGIA, which means a full and 
bountiful supply of all that is needed.

4. What does the Spirit provide for our lives?
a) The words to speak in trying times—Matt 10:19-20.
b) The prayers we need when we can’t pray—Romans 8:26
c) The power we need to obey God—Acts 1:8

D. The plan of God—Phil 1:20
1. Paul is unsure of what the future looks like for his life.
2. It is encouraging to know that a man like Paul, a spiritual giant, was 

unsure of what God planned for his future.



3. Paul’s main concern was that Jesus look good—whether in life or 
death.

III. Why don’t we just go to heaven when we become a Christian?
A. For me to live is Christ—Phil 1:21

1. Paul saw his reason for living as two fold:
a) To evangelize the lost.
b) To disciple the saved.

2. In verse 20 Paul used the word “exalted” which comes from the Greek 
MEGALYNO.

a) MEGALYNO means to magnify, to make something great.
b) Paul saw his purpose in life was to make Jesus great. 
c) The life of Jesus magnified God, just as Jesus magnified God, Paul 

desired to magnify Jesus.
d) Jesus wanted people to see God clearly, Paul wants people to see 

Jesus clearly.  
3. You and I are left on this planet to make Jesus great.

B. Paul found himself torn between the desire to go to heaven and the desire 
to produce fruit with his life. 

1. In verse 23 the word “desire” is from the Greek EPITHYMIA.
2. EPITHYMIA means to lust for something.
3. Paul wanted heaven the way a man wants a woman.

a) 2 Cor 12:1-5
b) What Paul saw and experienced was beyond the ability of a human 

to put into words.
c) What Paul saw made him want that more than life itself.

C.  It is only when we can say of our lives—“to live is Christ”, that we can also 
say “to die is gain.”

1. Death can take nothing of value from us when “to live is Christ.”
2. Death has no threat of fear when “to live is Christ.” 
3. Life has no hold on us when “to die is gain.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


